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Gardeners Club 2nd April
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Golden Years 8th April 13th
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Short Mat bowls Thursdays
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Deadline for the August/September issue: 10th July

Our first online version!
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Lockdown Fatigue

How we deal as individuals with self isolation will eventually define us all.
Are we discovering the difference for example about what we want & about
what we need before normality kicks in again.
Wanting to help probably entails volunteering until you are called upon
whereas needing to help requires more individual determination to get on
with the helping.
Thousands of people wonderfully volunteered to help the NHS & many
were disappointed but equally thousands up & down the country have been
proactively trying to meet the needs of the new poor,the food charities and
vulnerable neighbours.
There are unfortunately those who are quite indifferent to all this good
work going on in our towns and villages perhaps owing to the frustration
caused by 'lockdown fatigue' or perhaps they are just like that normally.
This attitude reminds me of one of my favourite Bible passages 'The
Judgement of the Nations' where God separates people one from another as
the shepherd separates his sheep from the goats. (Mathew 25 verses 31 -
end).
I encourage you to read this and decide if you want to be or need to be a
'goat' or a 'sheep'.
You don't have to be or be seen as 'religious' to read the Bible in fact the
word 'religion' does not appear in the scriptures at all. In John's Gospel
Jesus goes out of his way to talk about the spiritual freedom that he has
come to bring.
St Julian of Norwich (1417) was not recognised as a religious person but a
spiritual being. Having survived the Black Death pandemic as a child when
half of those around her perished and again as a young woman the plague
returned killing a further 20% of the European population. In total self
isolation she wrote 'Revelations of Divine Love'. Spiritual not religious.
Bishop Stephen Cottrel (next Archbishop of York) said that religion is
what human beings do to get to God but Christian faith is what God does
to get to us.

Jim
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Corley Churchwardens’ Notes

All the best plans - holidays, weddings, baptisms - within days put on
hold indefinitely as we wait for our eminent scientists & statisticians to
give the green light for us to return to a normal working life including
going back to church.

One exciting thing I did mention last time though was a prospective
candidate for the post of Rector. I am delighted to say that The Reverend
Alison Massey will be taking up this position as soon as her Licensing &
Installation service can be arranged at St Mary & All Saints, Fillongley.
In the interim however,Ali will be able to conduct services and be
available for pastoral advice.

No doubt you will be reading this Newsletter from the link in our new
joint benefice website. This is a wonderful initiative put together by Matt
& Katie who have worked so hard to construct the website in such a short
space of time and will be such a valuable tool as we grow our parishes
together.

Corley Church has been blessed with more gifts from caring people.
Firstly, John Hooke has made a beautiful oak bookstand for the Book of
Remembrance to the fallen in WW1 that Roger painstakingly put togeth-
er a couple of years ago. Secondly, Trevor Long has embellished the
cover of this book with lovely gold leaf embossing. A real tribute indeed.
And finally, Trev with his calligraphy skills has added Revd Ian's name
to the list of Corley Incumbants which hangs in the church. All of these
wonderful things are there for us to treasure & remember this time of
uncertainty when they were created.

Jim

My notes in the April/May Newsletter were
full of the joys of - well, about all the things
we were looking forward to doing together
like celebrating Easter with a walk, services
in our two churches; Also the Annual Plant
Sale with cakes and tombola.
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Corley Churchyard News

I will never cease to be amazed at the extraordinary generosity of people
who love the churchyard so much that we have been able to keep God's
Acre in such good condition through their regular giving to the churchyard
fund.
If you would like to do the same then please make cheques payable to
'Corley PCC' and post them to me, Jim Green, at 'Roxana', Tamworth Road,
Corley, CV7 8BX or by bank transfer to HSBC Account 'Corley PCC',A/c
Number 40649171, Sort code 40-21-14.
Thank you, because these donations allow us to purchase new equipment,
spare parts & petrol. We have also been very fortunate and naturally
grateful to be blessed with larger sums of money over the years through
bequests and gifts perhaps in remembrance of someone dear.
The results can be seen in new pathways, fencing, signboards, lychgate
refurbishment and gateways.
Our gift, to you in return, is to keep the churchyard as a place where you
will want to come to just sit for a while, listen to the birds, rest and reflect
on the world around you which right now is more important than ever.

So include the churchyard in your walk & I look forward to seeing you
there on my mowing and strimming days for a 'social distance' chat in the
sunshine.

Jim

Volunteer Teacher/s required for about an hour one Sunday
per month to regenerate the Sunday School by engaging children in

the Gospel story of the day through arts and crafts,
presentation and having fun.

Please contact Jim(540579) or Gwen (541266) or on the
'A Church Near You' website www.achurchnearyou.com

CAN YOU HELP - PLEASE?

CORLEY SUNDAY SCHOOL
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FILLONGLEY GOLDEN YEARS

Lovely Edie has telephoned every Golden Oldie in turn throughout the
lock down and passed on any bits of news. Other folk are contacting
each other as well, just checking and keeping up with the others doings.
I haven't heard of anything serious amongst us so I shall assume we are
as normal.
We have missed a very special birthday for Sheila but I am sure we can
arrange something when we meet again. We do not like missing out on
extra tea and cake. The date is irrelevant, its the party that counts.
I trust that the self isolating is not too arduous for those living on their
own. Enjoy the sunshine and the big blue skies.

Most important, keep safe, keep well, and then we can be together again.

Barbara J

Fillongley Village Hall

We haven't anything to offer you in this newsletter, which seems sad as
the Hall is so busy normally. The time will come when it will be bus-
tling with activity again, just be patient.

The Village Hall Committee wishes everyone well and looks forward to
welcoming you back again.

Keep safe and well

Barbara J

Please support our advertisers and tell them that
you saw their advert in this magazine.We thank
them for their continued support and hope that we
bring them some business.
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May, 2020  Coronavirus times
Still in lockdown and going into the 8th week. At first it was a bit of a
novelty. I’ve washed all sorts of things just for the sake of doing it.
My magnolia tree came into bloom but after a couple of weeks the high
wind soon blew them off, so the next job every day was sweeping them
up into the bin.

I walk up the garden a few times a day, do a bit of weeding but I’m sure
they grow back quickly overnight saying “you won’t beat us!”
Worst thing I find is asking Sue to do my shopping because I feel I’m
putting on her but she always comes back with a smile on her face.

My birthday was in April; it was the strangest day, not being able to go
out with family; just phone calls and texts. Instead, they came to the
front door and kept their distance, only the dog on a long lead came to
the door.

Sue and Matt walk her in the week and bring her to see me so that’s a
treat.  I’ve spent a good few hours doing many crosswords.
Clearing a drawer I found letters and cards from pen pals back in 1945
along with old photographs.

In another drawer, I found school books from when the children were
at school over 40 years ago.

I always join in on Thursday evenings with the clapping for all the front
line workers.

Sheila
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CORLEY VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus outbreak our hall income has
completely vanished and the only bank transactions are the ones going
out!
Many customers have requested refunds for deposits paid and no
bookings are being taken until we know it’s safe to do so. Let’s hope
it won’t be too long before we can all meet up again!
A huge thank you to our Parish Council clerk, Tracey, for informing
us of a grant available from NWBC to help charities during this
difficult time. A grant has now been approved and this will help
tremendously in keeping the bills paid.
Decorating in the hall is now finished and the floor has been sanded
and ready to be lacquered. This is a time consuming and hard job
which makes lots of dust but the end result is well worth the effort.
Thanks to Wendy and Trev for a job well done.

Keep Safe everyone and I look forward to seeing you soon.

Bett B

Baptism Blankets

We’re thrilled to announce that all babies and children being baptised at
Corley and Fillongley Churches will be presented with a rainbow-
coloured blanket, made with love by the congregation and friends.
It’s significance, firstly, is in the colours which remind us of God’s

promise to his people, and secondly, it is knitted and joined together by
many volunteers so that the child can by wrapped in the love of the
Church as they grow up.
If you would like to volunteer to knit squares, join squares together or
donate DK wool, please contact Elizabeth Smitham 01676 540072

elizabeth.smitham@gmail.com
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Keeping Up Our Standards
With movement limited during “lockdown” many of us have been spend-
ing more time walking around the local countryside, appreciating more
than ever our beautiful landscape, part of the ancient Arden forest. A
noticeable feature of our landscape are the standard trees – single trees
emerging from and towering above the hedgerows, providing roosts and
nesting sites grounds for birds, homes for insects, butterflies and moths.
Many of these trees, usually gnarled oaks, are believed to date from the
time of enclosure and are unusually common hereabouts – a priceless and
unique part of our environment. Many, however, are now in the later
stages of their life cycle and when they fall victim to strong winds or
disease they are usually not replaced. Our hedgerows are, for the most
part, a credit to those who maintain them but they are admittedly easier to
cut from a tractor if the run is not interrupted by large trees sticking up
every 20 metres! That is a great shame. The push to plant more trees in
new woodland and
coppices has increased the country's tree cover – in 2019 10.1% by area
of England, compared with just 5.8% in 1947* - but we are not replacing
the standard trees that we are losing. I believe we will be the poorer if we
lose this landscape feature and would be interested to hear your thoughts.

Can You Help?
You can if you own a hedge or you are responsible for cutting them! Just
letting hedgerow trees grow taller doesn't usually work but you could
replace standard trees that fall with saplings or install new saplings into
existing gaps. You could also introduce new oak trees into existing
hedges, ready for the time when the old oaks fall.
There is specific guidance for planting and establishing trees into hedge-
rows and there may even be funding for it. If you would like to know
more, please contact me and I can direct you to the funding and the
planting advice. In line with the current fashion for target setting, I could
even keep a record of the number of standard trees planted in our area in
a year!
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A young man who had just received his degree
from University, rushed outsideA young man who had just received his degree from University, rushed
out side and shouted, “..Here I am World, I have a B.A!”
The World replied, “ Sit down,man, and I’ll teach you the rest of the
alphabet..”

Oak Facts:
• In an average year a mature oak tree produces 2,000 acorns

• Only 1 in 10,000 acorns goes on to produce an oak tree

• Acorns used to be used by humans to make coffee and flour

• Joshua erected a stone under an oak tree as the first
     covenant of the Lord
• The Royal Oak is the third most common name for a pub

• Some of the most important western documents, including the
Magna Carta, Newton's Theories and Mozart’s music, were written
in oak gall ink

• In Roman times a crown of oak leaves was given to anyone who
saved the life of a citizen, it was called a “civil oak”

• Oaks are more likely to be struck by lightning than any other tree

  • Oak is the symbol of your 80th wedding anniversary!

Source JustFunFacts and BBC
* Forestry Commission 2019 First Release Sept 2019

SDG



Fillongley Parish Council

Situations such as we are living through often bring out the best in
people.  FPC would like to publicly thank Jen Blakeman for starting the
ball rolling and bringing together an initial group of volunteers, all
prepared to help others who are self-isolating or in difficulty, to do
shopping, dog walking or just a friendly chat.   We also thank all the
volunteers who have come forward; some are helping in their own
streets and others going further afield to help others.  They are a mixture
of people; some who have lived here all their lives and some just for a
few months.  All are linked by their kindness to others for which we
thank them.
Of course, there are others working away for the greater good too;
notably the Walker family who have produced, with a 3D printer, over
1000 face shields which have gone to hospitals, care homes, doctors
surgeries and other frontline workers in the local area, and mostly linked
with other Parishioners.
There have also been a number of people sewing too for various groups
– scrubs for medical workers and clothing bags for other frontline
workers and bands for face masks.   There is also a small army of people
helping their neighbours, friends and relatives without being part of a
formal group.
Thanks also to Sovereign Exhibitions for providing the banners that are
placed throughout the village expressing all of our thanks to those who
have been on the frontline of the fight against the pandemic.
Our final thanks are saved for those keyworkers – the NHS staff, care
staff (in all settings), and those who are enabling the shielding of the
vulnerable by delivering, growing and providing food, and continuing
the daily services that we take for granted in our everyday lives such as
emptying the bins, keeping the gas, electricity and water connected and
so on.   We mustn’t also forget the school staff who are providing care
for the children of those key workers.
Thank you to all.

Heather Badham
clerk@fillongleyparishcouncil.co.uk               01676 549193
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Fillongley Parish Council

It’s a difficult time but the PC is still working for the Parish.  Some of
this information was in the March magazine but due to the Covid-19
situation not many magazines were delivered – so apologies if I repeat
myself!
The new Corona Virus Regulations allow for Parish Council meetings
to be held “virtually”.  This is new to most of us but something that
many people have been trying, to keep in contact with family and
friends.  The April meeting was held on “Zoom” but sadly not attended
by any members of the public.  Meetings are likely to be held in this
way for some time so do please join in if you can – contact the Clerk
for information of how to do this.   In May there will be the Ordinary
Council Meeting and also the Annual Council Meeting.  Normally we
also hold a Parish Meeting in May but the new regulations do not permit
this to be a virtual meeting so this will be postponed until we are
allowed to meet.  As with other meetings, all Parishioners are welcome.
If you are in need of assistance due to self-isolation please contact the
Clerk who will endeavour to help.

What YOUR Parish Council are up to…., a snippet of topics on the
Agenda at the moment…
 ·   The Common at Corley Moor is being registered with Fields in
Trust so that it is available for all our descendants no matter who is
running the Parish Council.
 ·   FPC was asked by a Parishioner  to have more verges as wild
spaces – it was in the last magazine but we have received NO responses.
Now lots of people have been out walking in different places you may
have some suggestions.  Please let us know what you think.
 ·   The Football Changing Room has a new roof.  FPC received 3
grants that almost fully cover the cost of this so that there is no
additional cost on your Council Tax.

 ·   FPC is working with Warwickshire County Council to
introduce speed reduction/safer roads outside the school and in Church
Lane.  Again, this only will work with the co-operation of local people
as well as people travelling through our village.

12



FPC is delighted that our Lengthsman, Lance, has had such a positive
impact on the village environs.  His position has been funded by
WCC Cllr Colin Hayfield for 3 years however there will be WCC
elections next year and we don’t know if Colin will be re-elected and
indeed if there will be further funding available.  FPC has taken the
decision to increase the Parish Council Tax so that IF we have no
further WCC funding, we will still be able to employ Lance.

 ·   The Council has completed works in Didgley Lane (between
Pump Lane and Blackhall Lane) which removes the flooding that has
been there for years and it is ready for walkers to enjoy the bluebells
that proliferate down there.   Take a walk and enjoy it.  Be aware that
it is also open to horse-riders so please keep dogs under close control.

 ·   FPC is always working with WCC Highways to get potholes
fixed and NWBC to get flytipping collected ASAP.

 ·   FPC  has  installed  a  new  dog  poop  bin  at  the  entrance  to
Corley Moor (near Windmill Lane).. and yes, that is still Fillongley
Parish!

If you have issues that the PC may be able to help with or would like
to volunteer your time to help another group, please get in touch.

Heather Badham
Clerk      clerk@fillongleyparishcouncil.co.uk
     01676 549193
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FOOTPATHS

During lockdown many people have been using their time and daily
exercise to discover the wealth of public footpaths (Rights of Way) that
we have in the Parish.  I have had some reports of issues with overgrown
stiles or missing steps etc.  There is an online reporting method;
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/rowreporting

Many Parishes have their own volunteer groups and these kind people
keep the gateways etc clear.  Some of them move around the county
repairing bridges etc but the majority of the work needed is lower level
vegetation clearing.

Fillongley doesn’t currently have a group, so any works reported to WCC
join the queue of other work needed in the county.  Would you like to join
or form a small group of people, working voluntarily in our Parish and
for our Parish?  Training and equipment is provided by WCC.   The
amount of time that you give is up to you and when you do it is up to you,
but the benefits are noted by all.

 If you would like to volunteer or just have a chat to find out more, please
contact either the Clerk (549193) or WCC Footpaths Officer Val on
01926 413427

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS
It was disappointing to have to cancel all the plans that the village had
to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day but it was lovely to see that
many people participated in “driveway street parties” and decorated
their houses with bunting etc.

It is hoped that it will be possible to transfer some of the celebrations to
VJ Day on the weekend of 15th August 2020 but of course this will de-
pend on the social distancing/lockdown measures that are in place at the
time.  Do mark the date on your calendar just in case and if all else fails
then maybe we can all enjoy some more driveway street parties.

Heather Badham
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When Just The Tide Went Out'       by Max Boyce MBE

Last night as I lay sleeping, when dreams came fast to me
I dreamt I saw JERUSALEM beside a tideless sea
And one dream I’ll remember as the stars began to fall
Was Banksy painting Alun Wyn on my neighbour’s garage wall
And dreams like that sustain me ‘til these darkest times have passed
And chase away the shadows no caring night should cast
But times like this can shine a light as hardship often can
To see the best in people and the good there is in man
And I remember Swansea with nobody about
The shops were closed like Sunday and just the tide went out

And I remember Mumbles with the harbour in its keep
And the fishing boats at anchor that trawl the waters deep
And I heard the seabirds calling as the gulls all wheeled about
But all the town was sleeping now and just the tide went out.
And when these days are over and memories remain
When children painted Rainbows and the sun shone through the rain
And the doctors and the nurses who stretchered all the pain
And I hope the carers never see a time like this again
And I prayed last week for Boris, who knocked on Heaven’s door
And I thought of voting Tory, which I’ve never done before
And though the sun is shining I’ve no immediate plans
So I’ll write a book on ‘Staying In’ and ‘Ways To Wash Your Hands’
And now more days of lockdown, and weeks of staying in
I’m running out of vodka and I’ve started on the gin
And my neighbours are complaining, I’ve heard them scream and shout
With the sound the bins are making when I take the empties out

And when all this is over, and our fragile world survives
And I hope that God is caring now for the ones who gave their lives
And I pray we’ll find an answer, for my faith is cast in doubt
And God draws back the heavens and all the stars come out
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And now more days of lockdown, 8 weeks of staying in
I’m running out of vodka and I’ve started on the gin
And my neighbours are complaining, I’ve heard them scream and shout
With the sound the bins are making when I take the empties out

And I’ll remember mornings with nobody about
When the shops were closed like Sunday, and just the tide went out

• • • • • •

THE WORLD NEEDS FRIENDLY FOLKS LIKE YOU

In this troubled world
it’s refreshing to find

Someone who still has
the time to be kind.

Someone who still has
the faith to believe

That the more you give
the more you will receive.

Someone’s who’s ready
by thought, word or deed

To reach out a hand
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FILLONGLEY & DISTRICT GARDENERS’ CLUB

John Sargent
Colin Tracey
Lynne McKeown

Steering group:
Moira Bastow
Geoff Croft
Ray Jensen
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Not much to tell you this newsletter. Along with everyone else, the club
is self-isolating and I haven't heard of anyone succumbing to the virus.
On a personal level, we have done some very big, time-consuming jobs
about the garden. It has dried out, leaving a cement crust on the carpark
and round the bungalow where the builders had been working.
We have had to redesign part the of the woodland garden by the kitchen,
having had two of the largest trees felled last autumn. It has altered the
area considerably and let in more sunlight. I have barrowed approx. 2
tonnes of wood chips to cover the pathways so far and there is about
another 2 tonnes to go.
Ray invested in a walk-in Wonderwall Tunnel which is similar to a
polytunnel but has a very fine mesh cover instead of a polythene skin. It
lets the rain in and keeps the nasties and undesirables out. He has planted
a lot of seeds and plug veggies he started off earlier this season.
The conifer hedges have been trimmed and the bog garden has had its
first clearance. I have first weeded most of the flower beds and they are
waiting for me to do the second weed.
We are planning a new sandstone wall outside the lounge window as the
conifers are very tatty and need removing. It will get a lot of sunshine so
will be planted with rock plants and should be pleasant to look at
through the window,
Ray has also mowed the field and that is a great improvement and
moved a lot of the junk ready to take to the scrap man. We had to
develop a woodland garden in the field to take all the azaleas and hebes
we dug out for the building work and that is looking very good.as it only
planted a couple of months ago.
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Come and chat to us about starting your own allotment.

For further details, contact Kirsty at fillongleyallotment@yahoo.com

We have numerous birds nesting and it is lovely to sit and watch them
flying back and forth with bits for the babies. Ray was watching a pair
of crows feeding their young last night, the nest is at the top of a very,
very tall tree and looks most unstable when the wind blows.

I hope you are all keeping safe and well and enjoying this glorious
sunshine, it has come at a very good time for us all. Use your garden
for all sorts of things, including sitting in to peel the potatoes for dinner
tonight.

Keep safe and well, we shall soon be able to gather together again

Barbara Jensen

Below are clues to different amounts of ‘old’ money.
Work out the clues and put the answers in the right-hand column.

          £     s      d

1. Stone
2. Leather worker
3. Part of head gear
4. A famous musical
5. Name of hair style
6. Male singer
7. Type of transport
8. Type of pig
9. Mars, Venus, Jupiter
10.A single copper
                                            Total £



good fun, as I have got to know my
class, decorate the class room and
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Coventry Haven Women’s Aid
Coventry Haven Women’s Aid is an established specialist provider of
support to those subjected to domestic violence and abuse, in the form of
safe and confidential refuge accommodation, plus numerous methods of
support and advocacy for those living in the community. We have been in
Coventry for more than 48 years.
All of our services are free and remain open for new and existing referrals
during lockdown.
Although we are anticipating a rise in demand for our services once lock-
down is lifted, we are preparing for this and working closely with all
accommodation providers in the city, to ensure we have safe places for
victims to go.
We would urge those suffering domestic abuse,  who havent been able to
contact us during lockdown as it’s unsafe to do so, plus anyone who may be
looking to reach out to us for the first time, to make contact with us; we are
here for you and you are not alone.
Our website provides more detail on how we can help you: Coventry Haven
Women's Aid.
Our helpline is open 7 days a week on 0800 111 4998, or send an email to
info@coventryhaven.co.uk
We are also able to offer support with how to help someone whom you feel
may be subjected to abuse, a friend/family member/neighbour/work col-
league. All of our services are confidential and we work with you at your
own pace. We believe you, we understand, we do not judge and we will not
tell you what you should or shouldn’t do.

If you would like to assist us financially to continue our support for women
and children especially during these unprecedented times, you can do so in
many ways and more details can be found on our website:  Donate —
Coventry Haven Women's Aid or call 02476 444 077 and ask for Jaime, to
discuss the most convenient method for you.

Please do not look away, this is everyone’s business.
Always remember,“There is no excuse for abuse and it is never your fault”.
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North Warwickshire Neighbourhood Watch

Fly tipping is a crime.

It is concerning to note the increased number of fly tipping incidents and
the waste being dumped in our countryside. We understand during this
time when many people are at home it is an opportunity to have a sort out
but any rubbish must be disposed of responsibly. Recycle what you can,
use your black bins and if you have additional waste store it until you can
dispose of it correctly.
With regard to grass and hedge trimmings put in your green bin or compost
it - Do Not dump it in a field or layby, it can cause illness or death to
animals that eat it and is an offence.
If someone takes your waste away for you make sure they are a registered
waste carrier which can be checked by going to the Environment Agency
website.
We work closely with the EA and local authorities and will assist them in
taking action against anyone caught flytipping. If you see anyone dumping
rubbish or have any information that could help with identifying offenders
please report it to your local authority or if the crime is in progress the
police.

RCO Carol Cotterill
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CORLEY VILLAGE HALL
Corley Church Bells and their Founders
The article about Corley Church in the April-May Church newsletter had a
section on the 5 church bells. Corley church is unusual in having a ring of bells
but no tower.  I can add some further information, as that displayed in Church
needs updating. There have been 19 full peals.

The oldest bell, the 2nd in the ring, is given the date of 1350 but this is now
accepted as wrong. The bell’s inscription “Gloria tibi Domine” is difficult to
read but is in old records and does not include a date. A detailed assessment
was done many years ago by bell historians and the style of lettering was
identified as being one of 20 bells cast in about 1410 by Johannes de Colsale.
The treble, lightest bell, cast in 1641: “God save the King” would refer to
Charles 1st.  in the year before the Civil War. The distinctive lettering and a
lion’s head mark identifies this as cast by Hugh Watts in Leicester.

The 3rd bell was originally cast by Henricus Bagley in 1702, as the inscription
states, but was recast in 1937 by Taylor’s in Loughborough when they rehung
the bells in the current metal frame. The recast bell has the churchwardens as
T.Knowles and W.Pettifor and the rector as T.Going. The bells were not
tuned.

The 4th bell has no inscription or date, possibly c1500.
The 5th bell, the tenor, was cast in 1631 and records have the initials T.H.
being Thomas Hancox of Walsall as well as the main inscription “Jesus bee
our speed.”

Johannes de Colsale worked in Leicester or Nottingham. He also cast a bell
for St Michael’s Church in Stoke, Coventry. One of his other bells is dated and
another commemorates a bishop, so c1410 seems correct and is given in the 2
references below.

The Watts family had a foundry in Bedworth 1587-1615
and then moved to Leicester, taking over the foundry there from Newcombe.
Hugh Watts also cast a bell for Fillongley in 1628 and Arley in 1625. He died
in 1643 and the foundry closed; otherwise it could have produced weapons for
parliament in the Civil War.

21
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Newcombe had cast bells for Ansley (c1570), Arley (c1590), and 4 for
Astley (1607)

The Bagley family cast over 440 bells at their foundry in Chacolme,
Northamptonshire and probably in local churchyards, 1605-1785. In
1675 they cast bells for St Michael’s Coventry (now the cathedral) and
other Bagley bells are in Warwick and Stratford.

Thomas Hancox  1620-1640, also cast bells for Lichfield & Worcester.
Robert Taylor learnt bellfounding in St Neats; his sons moved to Oxford
(1821-1854) and the family firm has been in Loughborough since
1839/40. Taylor & Co is now the only UK bell foundry (can book
museum tours).

Corley bought 2 new bells in the 10 years before the Civil War and
Fillongley 1 bell in 1628 and 2 in 1650s, suggesting these were
prosperous years for our villages.

Further information on our history is available at
 British History on Line, searching for Corley or Fillongley;

www.coventrydg.co.uk/towers
 has full up to date details of all tower bells in Coventry and Warwickshire;

Rodney Swallow

Walks around Corley & Fillongley

Now that the weather is improving, many
people will be thinking of going for circular
walks around Corley and Fillongley.

The Editor would be pleased to receive
details of such walks to print in this
Newsletter, starting at either Corley or
Fillongley Church.
corleyandfillongleynewsletter@gmail.com
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The Good Life on Fillongley Allotments

Have you ever walked past the allotments in Fillongley, and wondered
what’s involved? What’s it like to have an allotment ?

In my experience, it’s not all rusty wheelbarrows, dungarees, and
potatoes. Yes, growing your own fresh fruit and vegetables is the main
focus; it’s incredibly satisfying to sit down to a plate of fresh vegeta-
bles you’ve grown and harvested yourself, but there is so much more to
it .

There’s a limitless choice of what you can grow;far more than is
available in most supermarkets. The only limit being your imagination.
Then there’s the health benefits. 15 minutes a day in the sunshine can
build up levels of vitamin D.

30 minutes of gardening can burn 150 calories. gardening or a fitness
class? I know what I’d choose.
An hour after work pottering on an allotment is a great way to unwind
after a long day, surrounded by nature, and plenty of fresh air.

During the summer months, there is nearly always someone to have a
chat and a cup of tea with, plus impromptu BBQs and small gatherings
on warm summer afternoons.

For further details, contact Kirsty at fillongleyallotments@yahoo.com
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From the Corley Registers
Funeral

                                 30th April - Rossie Windridge

We offer our deepest sympathy to family and friends

Fillongley Village Fete 2020

I am very disappointed to announce this year’s Fillongley Village Fete
will not be going ahead on the 13th June due to the the current
coronavirus social distancing lock down and the fact the various
groups involved (the village hall committee included) have not been
able to meet for some time.

I was hoping we may be able to organise a cut down version of the fete
later in the summer but at the time of writing (12th May) following the
latest update from the Government I think in reality that is not going
to be possible.

May I thank everyone who had already offered to participate or
provide support on the day.

Looking forward to the Fillongley Fete 2021 and hopefully more
settled times.

Eddie Jones
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     From the Church  Steward Wardens

 •Our Homes & our Village – we are so lucky to live in such a lovely part
of the world and be able to enjoy our exercise in the country or to have a
lovely view from our windows
 •Food – despite the shortages of some of our usual foods we all still have
plenty to eat and drink, and many people are rediscovering the joys of
home cooking and enjoying meals with the family
 •Clothes – without the requirement to be smartly dressed in lockdown,
many of us have adopted a more casual dress-style, even ‘going’ to church
in her pyjamas in the case of one of us.  It will be hard to break the habit
when our Church reopens!
 •Health – despite the obvious health challenge of Covid-19, we are all still
able to make contact with our doctors, pharmacy or hospital should we
need to.
 •Our Country – we are so lucky to live in a democracy and be led by a
government who are doing all they can to support us all at this time.
 •Education – whether this is being provided by Parents or as  Online
lessons, our children & young people are still receiving their education
 •Friends – never has there been a time when we have needed and
appreciated our friends so much.  Many of us are regularly speaking to
friends who we have not contacted for a very long time.
 •Family – if we did not appreciate how fortunate we are to have our
families before this lockdown then we certainly do now.
•Grandparents, Parents and Children – each generation has realised

what a valuable contribution every single person makes to our lives.
 •Faith – for people of faith we appreciate more than ever what a wonderful
gift this is!  For everyone whatever our values are based on, we need that
security now more than ever before.

With a slight cough, Stuart
decided to self-insulate.

 At this time of the year we are usually getting you
up-to-date with all the things which are planned in
the Church and Village community, but as we are
all too well aware, everything which we might
have been doing during June and July has been
postponed because of the Covid-19 pandemic.
So perhaps this is a good time to remind ourselves
of everything that we have to be thankful for……
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MoMobile Library

We all wish that you continue to keep well and to stay safe, and we
look forward to sharing the ‘new normal’ with you all just as soon as
that is possible.

With every blessing to you all ~

Graham Hargreaves. Sue Taylor.
Suzanne Whiting. Martin Woodley

A source of assistance that may be available to you at this time is the
United Charities of William Avery & others Emergency Grant for residents
of Fillongley Parish.  Anyone suffering verifiable financial hardship may
be able to claim an emergency grant.  For further details, contact Mat Jones
c/o Cocks Lloyds Solicitors, Riversley House, Coton Road, Nuneaton

United Charities of William Avery & others
EMERGENCY GRANT

A source of assistance that may be available to you at this time is the
United Charities of William Avery & others Emergency Grant for
residents of Fillongley Parish.  Anyone suffering verifiable financial
hardship may be able to claim an emergency grant.  For further
 details, contact Mat Jones c/o Cocks Lloyds Solicitors, Riversley House,
Coton Road, Nuneaton CV11 5TX   02476 641642.

Do you pass your copy of the newsletter on?
Copies of this newsletter are sent far and wide from Corley & Fillongley
- to people who used to live in our area,who like to keep up to date with

things going on here.
It would be interesting to hear from such exiles.

Contributions to this Newsletter
Please keep your contributions or suggestions flowing in.

We need them all to include, so that as many people as possible get to
know what’s going on locally.  We like to try and include pieces on a
wide range of subjects from as many people as possible.

Have you a photograph of a scene in Corley or Fillongley which could
be used on the cover?

If you have not previously contributed, please give it a try.
Have you an unusual skill you’d like to tell us about?

Have you a favourite walk around Corley or Fillongley?

email: corleyandfillongleynewsletter@gmail.com



Niggling aches and pains

Modern life causes many of us to suffer from niggling aches and pains
and these are mainly due to poor posture, weak muscles or repetitive
movement strains.

Pilates can help you to:

Improve mobility in the joints, generating free and smooth movement
Increase the strength of deep muscles which support your whole skeletal
Strengthen your core helping to reduce back pain and improve posture
Focus on good alignment with quality movement patterns to help reduce
imbalances in the body
Be healthier and fitter, look slimmer, taller, more confident
Develop mindful movement with precision and control
Calm the mind as we connect our movements to our breathing

Find out how Pilates could help YOU:
Email: mindfulmovementaudrajean@gmail.com

or call: 07983 025410
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Smiling is infectious

Smiling is infectious, you catch it like the ‘flu.
When someone smiled at me today, I started smiling too.

I passed around the corner, and someone saw my grin.
Then he smiled, I realised I’d passed it on to him.

I thought about that smile, and realised what its worth.
A single smile, just like mine, could travel round the earth.

So if you feel a smile begin, don’t leave it undetected.
Let’s start an epidemic quick and get the world infected.

Spike Milligan
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Fillongley Lite
Normally We meet at 7.30pm

on the third Wednesday of the month
at Fillongley Village Hall.

All ladies are welcome to come along

Well, we zoomed in and it was great to see 63% of our members at our
online meeting. Our member Jane, who is a breast cancer UK
ambassador, talked to us about prevention issues as well as letting us
know some of her inspirational story. Quite a remarkable lady to be the
first speaker to zoom in while we are still in technology practice mode.
‘James Acoustic ‘ played a short set of some popular tunes to finish our
meeting.

Glad to hear members positive feedback and in accordance with our
programme we are planning for a games evening for our next meeting.
As long as we are unable to hold meetings. we will attempt to follow our
programme with equivalent online meetings.

To be confirmed:

17th June  Get Cooking
15th July   Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
19th August  Yoga

Why not give us a like? Non-members can find us at WI Fillongley Lite
on Facebook and at fillongleylite on Instagram.

Ann Rowley
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FILLONGLEY ART CLASSES FOR BEGINNERS
Thursday Afternoons (fortnightly)
Artist and Author: Susan Moore

Email: susan.k.moore@btinternet.com
www.susan-moore.co.uk

Local Fillongley History Books
‘I Remember Strawberries & Sewage’ and

‘I Remember Bare Bottoms & Stinging Nettles’ still available
from Susan Moore :

Details on www.fillongley-publications.com
Also - her latest biographical (thriller):

‘Life and Death of a Pirate’

Healthwatch North Warwickshire
Healthwatch Warwickshire is an independent organisation that was set up to listen to
and champion the views of people who use, or may use, health and social care services
in Warwickshire. Our focus is on understanding the needs, experiences and concerns of
everyone who uses local services, so that we can provide you with relevant information
on how to access these. As well as seeking views, we also encourage health and social
care services and those who commission them, to involve people in the decisions that
might affect them.
If you would like me to come along to any groups, events or meetings in North War-

wickshire to hear your views on health and social care, then please let me know.
For more information please visit our website:

https://www.healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk
If you would like me to come along to any groups, events or meetings in
North Warwickshire to hear your views on health and social care, then

please let me know.

Poonam Thompson      poonam@healthwatchwarwickshire.co.uk
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Rocks and ruins of Fillongley Castle. May 2017
1066, at the time of the Norman Conquest, Fillongley was owned by Alsi, a
Saxon, and comprised of some 240 acres of arable land plus extensive woodlands.
Fillongley is situated in the old Forest of Arden and place names indicate that
areas in the forest were cleared for settlement. i.e. Wood End and Green End.
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Richard Naughton
Bespoke Joinery
WINDOWS     DOORS

PORCHES       STAIRS
Traditional and contemporary bespoke work
Free quote service

Phone 07836 338814 and leave a message

richardnaughton@live.co.uk
Tippers Hill Lane, Fillongley, Nr.Coventry CV7 8DJ

Need  help with your chores?
Efficient, Reliable & Great Value:

Cleaning & ironing?
Deep Clean?

Standard Clean?
Food Preparation?

Weeding?
Watering the plants?

End of Tenancy Clean?

Call Sam today
and take 10% off

your first appoinment.

07305317000
My DBS Clear

Can give references

 SECURE CONTAINER
STORAGE

IN FILLONGLEY

FROM £15
PER WEEK

Call Paul:
01676

541103
07865 027442
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Moor Farm Stables Equestrian Centre
in Corley Moor

www.moorfarmstables.co.uk
01676 540594

Lessons for adults and children
Official “Pony Club Centre”

Hacking

Safe Professional
Qualified

Friendly Staff.

Children’s
Fun Days

throughout the
school holidays.

ALERTS
If you would like to receive alerts letting you know about incidents
in the area go to:

www.warwickshireruralwatch.co.uk
and click on ‘Join Here’ at the bottom of the page.  You just need
to enter your name and email address and click on the area you

would
like to receive alerts for – we are in North Warwickshire.

Fillongley Community Dog Waste Scheme
A voluntary scheme to reduce litter whereby householders can put a
sticker on their black bin informing passers-by that they are happy for
people to put their tied bags of dog poo in their black bin.
Guidelines for the householder:
If you are happy for passers-by to put tied bags of dog poo in your black
bin please contact:

Fillongley Parish Council: heather@indigoriver.co.uk
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Bellow Alarms &
Electrical installations

All Aspects of electrical work undertaken
NICEIC domestic installer

All work guaranteed & certificated
Part P compliant

Full electrical rewires
New Consumer Units

Additional sockets & lighting
External lighting

Security Alarm Systems
Security Lighting

CCTV
Access Control

Existing alarm system
serviced & repaired

Call Glen - 01675-592011

Licensed green waste carriers
20 years experience

Fully insured

Mowing of large and small areas
Hedge cutting/trimming Strimming

Shrub maintenance
Pruning and felling of small trees

Green waste removal
Bark mulching

Supply and planting of shrubs and trees
Weed control
Leaf clearance
Pressure washing

For a FREE consultation
01675481805

coleshill.mowing@outlook.com

Joanna Bottomley
Holistic Aromatherapy Treatments

I offer aromatherapy treatments at
competitive rates in

my home at Corley Moor.
Relaxing massage treatments

tailored to suit you
Using organic essential oils.

Full body £32 - one hour
Mini treatments from £20  - 45 minutes

Indian Head massage

Hopi ear candling
Call or email me for more information

Tel: 07800 571593
Email: joannabottomley@live.co.uk

Fully insured and member of IFPA

Loyalty card discounts available

Foot Care Practitioner

In the comfort of your own home

Jane Groves S.A.C Dip
Corns  -  Calluses

Cracked Heels
Diabetic Foot Care

Athletes Foot &
Fungal Infections

Simple In-Growing Toenails

01676 549260
0777 9084 191

jane@grovesy.me
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ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK BY A LOCAL TEAM
SANDSTONE WORK                   BRICK WORK

FENCING & PAVING                  LANDSCAPING
ROOFING                                      PLASTERING

PLUMBING & TILING                ELECTRICAL WORK

AND MUCH MORE

FOR A FREE QUOTATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
CALL PAUL: 01676 541103                                   07865 027442
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Crown Thinning & Reduction
Felling & Dismantling

Pruning & Shaping
Hedge Trimming & Removal

Stump grinding
Logs and wood chip for sale

All staff are NPTC qualified
and  Fully insured

Xtreme Tree Care

Xtremetreecare@aol.co.uk
11 Shawbury Cottages,

Pump Lane, Nr. , B’ham

All areas covered
Call :07951 332401

For a free Quotation

The Bull and Butcher
We welcome guests to join us at the Bull and Butcher where you can enjoy
the following:

Open fires in both the snug and the bar.
Hearty meals (sizes to suit all appetites) including a children's menu

(from breakfast 9am-11 am, then lunch 12pm onwards)

·  Assorted  Cask Ales as well as a variety of lagers, spirits and wines.
· Relax in our award winning "pub in Bloom" garden/decking area

·  Tea and coffee served all day.
For the children

Play area which includes bouncy castle, large sand pit, climbing frames

Small functions and private parties catered
for 01676 540241

Common Lane, Corley Moor
CV78AQ Coventry

35
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LUNCH | AFTERNOON TEA | EARLY BIRD | EVENING MENU | SUNDAY LUNCH

SERVING FOOD EVERY DAY 12 - 9 | BAR OPEN TIL LATE

Stunning views, great atmosphere, beautifully prepared food
FREE PLAY FOR CHILDREN ON OUR FUN BUS & BOUNCY CASTLE

MONDAY
2 FOR 1 PIZZA

£9.95

THURSDAY
2 RUMP STEAK

£20.00

FRIDAY
2 FISH AND

CHIPS
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WILLOW CENTRE

We also stock leading brands:
Brasher, Bridgedale, Country Innovation, Healthy Back Bag,

Paramo, Stealth Gear, Ridgeline and Tilley

We carry one of the largest displays of optical instruments  in the
UK, for you to test in field conditions on our reserve.

Specialists in Binoculars & Telescopes

All your outdoor needs at our‘Birdfair’atFocus Optics
Saturday

28th June

Top quality Bird Food Nuts,
Seed, Sunflower Hearts,

Fat Balls & Cake
Bird Feeders: All sizes and types

Bird Tables, Nest Boxes

Church and Village Newsletter for Corley & Fillongley

Showrooms Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm
Church Lane, Corley, Coventry CV7 8BA

Tel:01676 540501/542476
email:  enquiries@focusoptics.eu

Neighbourhood Watch

The first part of a Neighbourhood Watch meeting covers updates from a team
member of North Warwickshire Police SNT and any issues you may have in
your area.

Please come along to our meetings and find out more about
Neighbourhood Watch.

Come and have a chat with us if you are interested is starting up a Watch
Scheme in  your area.
If you are unable to attend and have any local issues to report, please email them
to us so that they can be discussed at one of our meetings.
Information can be sent via colincartwright@nwnhw.co.uk or message us on the
North Warwickshire NHW Facebook page.
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from plans to completion

Check out our website www.focushomes.co.uk or
call Gary for a free estimate and advice on:

Al l  major  & minor  bu i ld ing works

FREEPHONE: 0808 155 0175
Mob:  07973  540686

Conservato r ies
Extens ions
Lof t  Convers ions

Doors & Windows
Wet  rooms
& ba th room
renova t i ons

We are able to maintain and supply all types of ground care equipment
to professional and domestic users in the West Midlands

Visit our Town and Country Stores
Lawnmowers    Chain-saws   Strimmers    Hardware

Clothing    Footwear

Farm  gates     Posts     Rails        Tools
Gardening supplies   Bird Food

Green End Road
Fillongley. CV7 8DT

01676 540238 Email Sales: sales@pearman-agri.co.uk

Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss any requirements you may have.

G.H. Pearman
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

SALES & SERVICE ALL
HORTICULTURAL MACHINERY

AND FARM SUPPLIES



Covid19 and the many lanes around Corley and Fillongley

These days many motor vehicles have become so wide that they fill an entire
country lane, and leave walkers only stinging nettles, cow parsley, thorny
brambles or a steep bank to climb to avoid the danger.
But there are impatient drivers, who do not appreciate sharing such narrow
lanes with walkers. And some of those walkers will have ear-phones in/or
eyes glued to their mobiles and not see or  hear vehicles approaching!
Walkers are advised to keep to the right-hand side of the road so that they can
see oncoming traffic.They should take extra care and be prepared to walk in
single file, especially on narrow roads or in poor light/ deep shadow.
They should keep close to the side of the road.

It may be safer for them to cross the road well before a sharp right-hand bend
so that oncoming traffic has a better chance of seeing them. They should cross
back after the bend.
Walkers  should: Help other road users to see them.Wear or carry something
light-coloured, bright or fluorescent.

With bright sunlight in the driver’s eyes, the driver may not even see you.
Likewise when the driver goes in to deep shadow, walkers almost disappear!
And drivers, of course, need to very wary going around sharp left-hand bends.
They might just meet a family of happy walkers filling up the width of the lane!
Or even a horse rider.

David Smitham

There is an increasing number of walkers
and cyclists enjoying our country lanes;
many will not have done so previously. It
is a new experience for many of them;and
for family groups as well, along with their
dog.
Many motorists show courtesy to the
walkers and cyclists in narrow lanes by
waiting for them to reach a safe place,
rather than squeezing passed; or even
stopping to allow them to walk alongside
you.
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION

CORLEY VILLAGE INFORMATION
Corley Bowling Club: Graham Spencer 01676 540112
Corley Cricket Club: Vanessa Gallehawk 02476 338572

Corley Parish Council: Tracey Carpenter             07710487765
Corley Village Hall Bookings: Jen Harris  02476 596246
Corley Village Hall : Corley Golden Years: Jennie   01676 540401

FILLONGLEY VILLAGE INFORMATION
Bournebrook CE Primary School & Nursery

Head teacher:                Mrs Alison Patchett 01676 540390
Royal British Legion:     David Birch  01676 541246
The Fillongley Singers:   Patricia Tatum          01676 541100
Fillongley Pre-school: Rachel McManus  07445850388
Fillongley Guides and Rangers    Rachel York    07835 781476
Fillongley Brownies:         Aphra Tulip        07805 045759
Fillongley Explorer Scouts:           Steve Gill  01676 542698
Fillongley Golden Years:      Sheila Onions  01676 541423
Fillongley Parish Council:  Heather Badham  01676 549193
Fillongley Allotments:         Kirsty Hoskins   07494 867488
Fillongley Gardening Club:    Barbara Jensen  01676 541496
Fillongley Village Hall Bookings: Jayne Moore  01676 541576
Fillongley Cricket Club:       Steve Gardner  01676 541921
Fillongley Short Mat Bowls:          Ann Preece  01676 540450

Fillongley Lite Susan Moore
Pilates @ Fillongley Village Hall:

Audrajean Elliott-Davies 07983 025410
Fillongley Fete Organiser  Eddie Jones        01676 541123
Bournebrook CE Primary School & Nursery
Head teacher: Mrs Alison Patchett 01676 540390
Doctors’ Surgeries:
Park Leys Medical Practice 02476 332636
North Warwickshire Borough Council www.northwark.gov.uk
Fillongley Art Classes        Susan Moore                   07745 144 922
Coordinator for Crime in Rural Communities:
carol.cotterill1@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk         07787 151848

CSW Broadband champion: kellysusan20@icoud.com.

Please send your articles by email – in A5 format if possible- or by
post. Articles for the August/September 2020  edition

to David & Elizabeth Smitham by 10th July.  01676 540072
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